《Scofield Reference Notes – Nehemiah》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of Nehemiah 

Fourteen years after the return of Ezra to Jerusalem, Nehemiah led up a company (B.C. 444) and restored the walls and the civil authority. Of those events this book is the record. It is in eight divisions: 

1. The journey to Jerusalem, 1:1-2:20 

2. The building of the wall, 3:1-6:19. 

3. The census, 7:1-73. 

4. The revival, 8:1-11:36. 

5. The census of the priests and Levites, 12:1-26. 

6. Dedication of the wall, 12:27-43. 

7. Restoration of the temple worship, 12:44-47. 

8. The legal order restored, 13:1-31. 

The moral state of the time is disclosed by the prophet Malachi. This book affords many instances of individual faith acting on the written word (e.g. Nehemiah 1:8 Nehemiah 1:9 ; 13:1 ). It is the principle of 2 Timothy 2. 

The events recorded in Nehemiah cover a period of 11 years (Ussher). 

01 Chapter 1 
1:1  The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace, 
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The Book of Nehemiah 

Fourteen years after the return of Ezra to Jerusalem, Nehemiah led up a company (B.C. 444) and restored the walls and the civil authority. Of those events this book is the record. It is in eight divisions: 

I. The journey to Jerusalem, 1:1-2:20 ; 

II. The building of the wall, 3:1-6:19 . 

III. The census, 7:1-73 . 

IV. The revival, 8:1-11:36 . 

V. The census of the priests and Levites, 12:1-26 . 

VI. Dedication of the wall, 12:27-43 . 

VII. Restoration of the temple worship, 12:44-47 . 

VIII. The legal order restored, 13:1-31 . 

The moral state of the time is disclosed by the prophet Malachi. This book affords many instances of individual faith acting on the written word (e.g. Nehemiah 1:8 Nehemiah 1:9 ; 13:1 ). It is the principle of 2Ti 2. 

The events recorded in Nehemiah cover a period of 11 years (Ussher). 

Chisleu i.e. December. 

Shushan Or, Susa, ancient capital of Persia. 

1:10  Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong hand. 

redeemed 

(See Scofield "Exodus 14:30") . 

1:11  O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer. 

fear 

(See Scofield "Psalms 19:9") . 

02 Chapter 2 
2:1  And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his presence. 

Nisan 

first month i.e. April. 

2:10  When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel. 

Tobiah 

Two Tobiahs are distinguished by many: 

(1) "Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite," Nehemiah 2:10 Nehemiah 2:19 ; Nehemiah 4:3 Nehemiah 4:7 Nehemiah 6:1 Nehemiah 6:12 Nehemiah 6:14 . 

(2) A Jew, unable to prove his genealogy. But the reference to the latter ( Nehemiah 7:62 ) indicates that he was already dead. But one Tobiah, and he the Ammonite, is active in this book. 

2:19  But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? 

laughed 

The obstacle of ridicule. 

03 Chapter 3 
3:1  Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they builded the sheep gate; they sanctified it, and set up the doors of it; even unto the tower of Meah they sanctified it, unto the tower of Hananeel. 

sheep The sheep for sacrifice were brought in here. (See Scofield "John 5:2") . 

tower The towers appear to have been on either side the sheep gate. 

3:26  Moreover the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel, unto the place over against the water gate toward the east, and the tower that lieth out. 

Nethinims 

i.e. dedicated (persons), probably descendants of the Gibeonites 2 Samuel 21:1-3 devoted to the service of the Levites. But see Joshua 9:17-21 . 

3:27  After them the Tekoites repaired another piece, over against the great tower that lieth out, even unto the wall of Ophel. 

Ophel 

Trans. "tower," 2 Kings 5:24 ; 2 Chronicles 27:3 ; 33:14 . Perhaps part of the fort called Millo, ; 1 Kings 9:15 ; 2 Chronicles 32:5 . 

04 Chapter 4 
05 Chapter 5 

5:8  And I said unto them, We after our ability have redeemed our brethren the Jews, which were sold unto the heathen; and will ye even sell your brethren? or shall they be sold unto us? Then held they their peace, and found nothing to answer. 

redeemed 

(See Scofield "Exodus 14:30") . 

5:15  But the former governors that had been before me were chargeable unto the people, and had taken of them bread and wine, beside forty shekels of silver; yea, even their servants bare rule over the people: but so did not I, because of the fear of God. 

fear 

(See Scofield "Psalms 19:9") . 

06 Chapter 6 

6:6  Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words. 

Gashmu 

Called Geshem, Nehemiah 6:2 . 

6:15  So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. 

Elul 

sixth month i.e. September. 

6:17  Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came unto them. 

Tobiah 

(See Scofield "Nehemiah 2:10") . 

07 Chapter 7 

7:2  That I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the palace, charge over Jerusalem: for he was a faithful man, and feared God above many. 

feared 

(See Scofield "Psalms 19:9") . 

7:7  Who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. The number, I say, of the men of the people of Israel was this; 

Zerubbabel 

Called Zorobabel, Matthew 1:12 Matthew 1:13 . 

7:65  And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and Thummim. 

Tirshatta i.e. governor, Nehemiah 8:9 . 

Urim (See Scofield "Exodus 28:30") . 

7:73  So the priests, and the Levites, and the porters, and the singers, and some of the people, and the Nethinims, and all Israel, dwelt in their cities; and when the seventh month came, the children of Israel were in their cities. 

seventh month 

i.e. October; also, Nehemiah 8:2 Nehemiah 8:14 . 

08 Chapter 8 

8:2  And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month. 

seventh month 

i.e. October; Nehemiah 8:2 Nehemiah 8:14 . 

8:17  And all the congregation of them that were come again out of the captivity made booths, and sat under the booths: for since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the children of Israel done so. And there was very great gladness. 

for since the days of Jeshua 

It is not meant that there had not been some formal observance of the feast of tabernacles (cf) 2 Chronicles 8:13 ; Ezekiel 3:4, but that the people had not dwelt in booths since Joshua's days. 

09 Chapter 9 

9:8  And foundest his heart faithful before thee, and madest a covenant with him to give the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites, and the Girgashites, to give it, I say, to his seed, and hast performed thy words; for thou art righteous: 

faithful Genesis 22:1-3 ; James 2:21-23 

covenant (See Scofield "Genesis 15:18") 

9:14  And madest known unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses thy servant: 

madest known unto them 

This important passage fixes beyond all cavil the time when the sabbath, God's rest Genesis 2:1-3 was given to man. Cf. Exodus 20:9-11 . In Exodus 31:13-17 the sabbath is invested with the character of a sign between Jehovah and Israel. (See Scofield "Matthew 12:1") . 

9:38  And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it. 

seal 

See Nehemiah 10:1 . 

10 Chapter 10 

10:1  Now those that sealed were, Nehemiah, the Tirshatha, the son of Hachaliah, and Zidkijah, 

Tirshatha 

See margin ref. (See Scofield "Nehemiah 3:26") . 

10:33  For the shewbread, and for the continual meat offering, and for the continual burnt offering, of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the set feasts, and for the holy things, and for the sin offerings to make an atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God. 

shewbread (See Scofield "Exodus 25:30") . 

atonement (See Scofield "Exodus 29:33") . 

11 Chapter 11 

12 Chapter 12 

12:1  Now these are the priests and the Levites that went up with Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 

Zerubbabel 

Called Zorobabel, Matthew 1:12 Matthew 1:13 . 

13 Chapter 13 

13:7  And I came to Jerusalem, and understood of the evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah, in preparing him a chamber in the courts of the house of God. 

Tobiah 

(See Scofield "Nehemiah 2:10") . 

